THE HIGHWAYMEN

The original members of The Highwaymen -- one of the seminal popular folk groups of the 1960s, who had the hit songs “Michael” and “Cottonfields” -- have rejoined and are now available for engagements at venues appropriate for their acoustic renditions of the classic tunes of the 1960s revival and their own interpretations of popular folk music since then.

Recent performances of The Highwaymen have included appearences on the Public Television special “This Land Is Your Land,” at Irish Fest in Milwaukee in the summer of 2002 (the only not-strictly-Irish group to appear at this the premier Irish festival in North America) and to sold-out crowds at the folk clubs The Muse at the Gray Goose in Londonerry, New Hampshire, at The Guthrie Center, and The Blackstone River Theatre in 2003 and 2004.

“The Best of The Highwaymen,” a CD compilation of their signature tunes from the 1960s, is part of the Legendary Masters Series  released by EMI Records, and the group has recently produced a CD of new and old songs taken from recent live concert per- formances entitled “On the Road,” available on Amazon.com and on their website,

www.originalhighwaymen.com.  Just released is a new CD of Celtic tunes, “The Water of Life.”

Please note carefully:  unlike some folk “revival” groups, The Highwaymen who perform today are ALL original members of the group that recorded and performed in the 1960s, and they continue to offer the sound and integrity of performance that made them an integral part of the folk movement of that time.


The Highwaymen started singing together in 1958 at Wesleyan University in Middle- town, Connecticut. Inspired by Pete Seeger and the Weavers, they banded together to sing folk music, and with time out to pursue their education, raise families, and to accommodate other careers, they have been performing as a group for 45 years. 

In the 1960s they appeared on the Ed Sullivan Show, the Johnny Carson Show, and released eight LP albums.  In 1961, their first single release, "Michael Row the Boat Ashore," shot to the top of the national sales charts and sold over three million copies worldwide. In July of 1961, readers of Billboard, the record industry's trade magazine, voted the Highwaymen the year's “most promising" band. "Michael" was followed by "Cotton Fields," which also sold over one million copies.

The Highwaymen were one of the most active performing popular folk groups of the early 1960s, appearing in 44 states and Canada from 1961 to 1964.  They retired from active performing in the fall of 1964 to pursue separate careers and family life but continued to stay in touch and remained good friends.  In 1987, after getting together for a nostalgic 25th anniversary concert at Wesleyan University, their alma mater, they decided to get together as much as possible to perform both the songs they had been associated with and new material that appealed to them. Since then they have made appearences several times a year on both coasts and in the west and midwest.
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