Banks & Shane with Jim Durand:
A Tribute to The Kingston Trio
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Tribute draws s

EATONTON — The first
anniversary of performances at
the Plaza Arts Center last
Friday night drew a sell-out —
and exuberant — crowd of
mostly 50-somethings to hear
Banks & Shane’s upbeat
“Tribute to the Kingston Trio.”

The original Kingston Trio
was, of course, the California
group who led a resurgence in
folk music in the late 1950s to
the mid-1960s, paving the way
for singers from Joan Baez and
Bob Dylan to Peter, Paul, and
Mary and even the Beach
Boys, who had their own rendi-
tion of “Sloop John B.”

Among the trio’s top hits
were “Tom Dooley,” “M.T.A.,”
“A Worried Man,” “Where
Have All the Flowers Gone,”
and “Lemon Tree.” Ironically,
the group’s most requested
song, “Scotch and Soda,” was
by a songwriter whose name
the group has never been able
to learn. At one time in the
1960s, the Kingston Trio had
an astounding four albums
among the top 10 sellers.

The crowd response Friday
night was dubbed “phenome-
nal” by Eatonton-Putnam Arts
Foundation executive director
Lydia Ivanditti.

“Everybody was totally into
it. Everybody was singing,
clapping,” she said. “We had
heard a lot of the material
before, and, of course, we knew
the words to the songs. Let me
put it this way: we had all aged
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together.”

“When | was coming along,
they were influencing every-
body,” said Banks Burgess
backstage before the perform-
ance. “When we started out, we
had 10 Kingston Trio songs,
eight blue-grass, and ‘Rocky
Top%:*

Burgess, via.Albany and the
University of Georgia, settled
in the Atlanta area in 1972, as
did Florida native Paul Shane.
They have sung together for 36
years and still give every
appearance of enjoying each
other’s company. They had met
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in the late Sixties at a Deland,
Fla., club where 1962 West
Point graduate Mike
McDonnell was moonlighting
while in law school at Stetson.

The three have maintained
contacts over the years, and a
get-together jam session last
year produced the idea of “A
Tribute to the Kingston Trio.”
Friday marked the group’s
eighth tribute concert since last
summer.

More on the local scene, or
more properly behind-the-
scenes, Friday night’s anniver-
sary concert also marked an
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CONTRIBUTED photo
Banks & Shane’s “Tribute to the Kingston Trio” a ttracted an entusiastic crowd to the Plaza
Arts Center.

experiment with a “friends-
and-neighbors” technique for
selling blocks of seats, along
with an opportunity for a cash
bar and catered meal for the
first 150 to sign up. Led by
Rick Gould and Lowell White
Jr., a group of 20 couples all
agreed to purchase one set of
tickets and sell at least 10 more.
The guaranteed base audience
of 300 or so — and White’s
friendship with Banks and
Shane — allowed the Banks &
Shane no-contract booking,
with five dollars of every ticket
going to EPAF.




Many thanks to you, Jim and Paul for a terrific evening in Duluth last night.
Deborah and | had a great time! That show is so full of energy, it was obvious that
the three of you are having a blast. We laughed and sang along and thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves!...Thank you again for a wonderful evening. You guys are the
best.

Carol Thompson
Executive Director
Heritage Sandy Springs
404.851.9111 ext. 201

ATreat yourself and take a ride on the MTA wi
time that you first heard Tom Dooley, Raspberries Strawberries and Scotch &

Soda. Their Tribute to the Kingston Trio is a
John Don Puckett

Director

Pirate Party o609

St. Augustine, FL

Good Morning Banks, Paul and Jim

Imagine my dismay when having missed Banks, Shane and McDonnell at Ragamuffin

| showed up one day late (!) at the show in Eatonton (I had it in my dairy
for Saturday). Undaunted | made the show in Duluth yesterday (Sunday) and

wanted to express my admiration, not just for the accuracy of your

representation of the Trio's songs, the good humor of your performance, but

most important of all: the effect you had onme - ahumble member of the
audience. In this day of guitar wizards with blistering runs and clever

chords ("full of sound and fury signifying nothing" - Shakespeare) and anally
retentive singer/songwriters who use their shows as therapy sessio ns, last

night you did something truly wonderful: you made me feel good. | think
that's a definition of "entertainment".

Your tribute to the men who served the country was such an important part of
declaring who you - and your audience - are é

I'mnotu  sed to writing fan letters, but please count me as one of your

fans élf there's anything | can do on hooferdoofer to promote anything you are
doing you have only to ask - but I think after all these years you have all
the bases covered!

Best wishes

Louis Robinson
Director

Ragamuffin Music Hall
Roswell, GA
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And mor eé

"John Lennon, when asked if The Beatles would get back together again for one more
tour, said, "I am sorry for those who missed it, but it can never happen again.” Well, |
am sorry for anyone who never experienced the sheer "magic"” of a live Kingston Trio
performance. We all know that Banks & Shane can sing, but they have now done what
John Lennon said could not be done. With Jim Durand, they have recreated the
"magic"” of those great LIVE Kingston Trio shows. DON'T miss it this time around! Way
to go guys."

Rick Gould

Director

Savannahdéds Road Show Concert Series
Lake Oconee, GA

Dear Paul,

Many thanks to you, Banks and Jim for bringing your Kingston Trio Tribute
show to the Red Clay Theatre here in Duluth. Your show brought great
attention to our theatre and to our town

The performance was great, the crowd was singing along and happy, and
the house was full - it was the best attended event we've had this year. I
received compliments about you guys for weeks after the performance. It
was a theater manager's dream event!! You guys practically promoted
yourselves and filled the house.

Please come back soon!
Mary Carolyn Conti
Director

Red Clay Theatre, Duluth Ga.
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We also hear directly from our fans:

8/30/09 -We were at | ast nightds concert at the St
37 years(!) this was one of your best ever¥ou have been rejuvenated and it showed

throughout the evening.Wecould tell that you were enjoying every minute of itThanks for

last night and thanks for the past 37 years. We too celebrated ourB8vedding anniversary

this past weekend. $ee you soon.

Maddy and Jon Hadley

8/30/09

144 minutes of total enjoyment. The smiles in the audience equalled those on stage. Thanks
for a great evening {& a lot of years of precious memories).

Bob Scarborough

8/30/09
Just arrived home from your tribute to the Kingston Trio at The Strand and am still smiling
ear to earWhat a grand time! You sounded awesome and it was great to hear all those songs

Debi Dugger

6/22/09

Thanks so much for a FANTASTIC concert last night at Heritagéreen. Richard and | have
been listening to you and enjoying many performances since the early 70's... whether it was
on stage or at T.J's. We were at one of the tables listening to those good ole Kingston Trio
sounds.....you're as good as they were! Yava truly a joy to be around as well as listen to

your music. Keep singing! Donna Hiller

6/21/09

You all were magnificent at Big Canoe last nightvhat a treat! | grew up on Kingston Trio,

and have seen you si nc ecahfixéhatlBWaitnsforméwrealt not eno
Jane Davis
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